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About three thoufand years ago, navigation of the world 
for remote voyages was greater than at this day. Bacon . 

2. Proverbially, a great number. 

So fair, and thoufand , thoufand times more fair 
She feem’d, when fne prefented was to fight. Fa. E$u. 

For harbour at a 'thoufand doors they knock’d. 

Not one of all the thoufand but was lock’d. Dry den. 

Search the herald’s roll. 

Where thou (halt find thy famous pedigree. 

Drawn from the root of fome old Tufcan tree, 

And thou, a thoufand off, a fool of long degree. Dryden. 
Though he regulates himfelf by jufiice, he finds a thoufand 
occafions for generofity and companion. Addijons Spelf. 

How many tboufands pronounce boldly on the affairs of the 
publick, whom God nor men hever qualified for Inch judg- 
ment. IVatis . 

Thousandth, adj . [from thoufand .] T he hundredth ten 
times told ; the ordinal of a thoufand. 

He that will divide a minute into a thoufand parts, and 
break but a part of a thonfandth part in the affairs of love, it 
may be faid of him, that Cupid hath clapt him o’ th’ fhoulder, 
but I’ll warrant him heart whole. Shakefp. As you like it. 
Such is the poet’s lot : what luckier fate 
Does on the works of grave hiftorians wait : 

More time they fpend, in greater toils engage, 

Their volumes fwell beyond the tboufandtb page. Dryden. 
The French hugonots are many thoufand witnefies to the 
contrary ; and I with they deferved the thonfandth part of the 
good treatment they have received. Swift's Mijcel. 

Thowl. n. f. A piece of timber by which oars are kept in 
their places when a rowing. Ainf 

Thrall, n.f [J>pael, Saxon.] 

1 . A Have ; one who is in the power of another. 

No thralls like them that inward bondage have. Sidney. 
But iith file will the conqueft challenge need, 

Let her accept me as her faithful thrall. Spenfer. 

Look gracious on thy proftrate thrall. Shakefpeare. 

The two delinquents 

That were the flaves of drink, and thralls of deep. Shah. 

I know I’m one of nature’s little kings ; 

Yet to the leaf! and vileft things am thrall. Da r uies. 

That we may fo fuflice his vengeful ire, 

Or do him mightier fervice, as his thralls 

By right of war, whate’er his bufinefs be. Milton. 

2. Bondage ; date of flavery or confinement. 

And laid about him, till his nofe. 

From thrall of ring and cord broke loofe. Hudihras , p. i. 
ToThrall. r J. (7. spenfer. [from the noun.] Toenflave; 
to bring into the power of another. 

Let me be a Have t’ atchieve the maid, 

Whofe fudden fight hath thrall'd my wounded eye. Shak. 

Statefmen purge vice with vice, and may corrode 
The bad with bad, a fpider with a toad. 

For fo ill thralls not them, but they tame ill. 

And make her do much good againfl her will. Donne. 
The author of nature is not thralled to the laws of na- 
f ure> Drummond. 

T hra'ldom. n.f. [from thrall.] Slavery; fervitude. 

How far am I inferior to thee in the date of the mind ? 
and yet know I that all the heavens cannot bring me to fuch 
thraldom. Sidney , b. i. 

He fwore with fobs, 

That he would labour my delivery. 

— Why, fo he doth, when he delivers you 
From this earth’s thraldom to the joys ot heav n. Shakefp. 
This country, in a great part defoiate, groaneth under the 
Turkifh thraldom. Sandys. 

He fhall rule, and {he in thraldom live. Dryden. 

They tell us we are all bom flaves ; life and thraldom we 
entered into together, and can never be quit of the one till 
we part with the other. 

Thra'pple. n.f. The windpipe of any animal. They {till 

retain it in the Scottifil dialed. 

To Thrash, v. a. j/Sapycan, Saxon; derfehen, Dutch.] 

I, To beat corn to free it from the chaff. I his is written va* 

’ ricuflv tbrajh or thre/h, Jjut thrajh is agreeable to etymology. 
Firft thrajh the corn, then after burn the draw. Shakefp. 
Gideon threfhed wheat to hide it. J u dg. viii. 1 1. 

Here be oxen for burnt facrifice, and threfhing inftruments 
for wood. 2 Sam. xxiv. 22. 

In the fun your golden grain aifplay, 

And thrajh it out, and winnow it by day. Dryden. 

This is to preferve the ends of the bones from an mca- 
fefccncy, which they being hard bodies would contradl from 
a fwift motion ; fuch as that of running or threfhing. Ray. 

Out of your clover well dried in the lun, after the firft 
threfhing , get what feed you can. Mortimer . 

. 2. To beat ; to drub. * ‘ ' 

Thbit fcurv'y valiant afs ! thou art here but to thrajh 1 ro- 
5a ns, afid thou art bought and fold among thofe of any wit 
' like a Barbarian Have. ' Shakefp. Troil. and Crejfida. 
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To Thrash, v. n. To labour; to drudge. 

I rather wou'd be Mevius, threjh for rhimes 
Like his, the (corn and fcandal of the times, 

Than that Philippick fatally divine, 

Which is infcrib’d the fecond, fhould be mine. 
Thra'sher. n.f. [from thrajh.] One who thraflies corn 
Our foidiers, like a lazy thrajher with a flail, 

Feli gently down, as if they ftruck their friends. Shakefp 
Not bardy the plowman’s pains, the reaper’s and threjher ! s 
toil, and the baker’s fweat, is to be counted into the bread 
we eat : the labour of thofe employed about the utenfils muft 
all be charged. ' 

Thra'shing-floor. n. f. An area on which corn is beaten 
In vain the hinds the threjhing-jlcor prepare, 

And excrcile their flails in empty air. Dryden 

Delve of convenient depth your tbrefoing-foor 
With temper’d clay, then fill and face it o’er. Dryden 
Thraso'nical. adj. [from Tbrafo, a boafter in old comedy.] 
JBoaftful ; bragging;. 

His humour is lofty, his difeourfe peremptory, his general 
behaviour vain, ridiculous, an lijhrafonicaL Sbaktjpeare. 

There never was any thing fo fudden but the fight of two 
rams, and Caefar’s ibrafonical brag of, I came, faw, and 
overcame. Shakefp.- As you like it. 

Thrave. n.f [^pap, Saxon.] 

1. A herd; a drove. Out of ufe. 

2. The number of two dozen. 

THREAD, n.f. [Jjpaifc, Saxon; draed, Dutch.] 

1. A frnall line; a (mall twift. 

Let not Bardolph’s vital thread be cut 
With edge of penny cord and vile reproach. Shakefpeare. 
Though the (lender thread of dyed filk looked cn (ingle 
feem devoid of rednefs, yet when numbers of thefc threads 
are brought together, their colour becomes notorious. Boyle. 

He who fat at a table but with a fvvord hanging over his 
head by one fingle thi ead or hair, furely had enough to check 
his appetite. South's Sermons. 

The art of pleafing is the {kill of cutting to a thread, be- 
twixt flattery and ill- manners. LEf range. 

2. Any thing continued in a courfe ; uniform tenor. 

The eagernels and trembling of the fancy doth not always 
regularly follow the fame even thread of difeourfe, but (hikes 
upon fome other thing that hath relation to it, Burnet. 

The gout being a difeafe of the nervous parts, makes it 
fo hard to cure ; difeafes are fo as they are more remote in 
the thread of the motion of the fluids. Arlutbnot. 

Thre'adbare. adj. [thread and bare.] 

1 . Deprived of the nap ; wore to the naked threads. 

Threadbare coat, and cobbled {hoes he ware. Fa. Qu. 
The clothier means to drels the commonwealth, and fet a 
new nap upon it : fo he had need ; for ’tis threadbare. Shah. 
Will any freedom here from you be borne, 

Whofe cloaths are threadbare , and whofe cloaks are torn? 

Dryden s Juvenal. 

He walk’d the ftreets, and wore a threadbare cloak ; 

He din’d and fupp’d at charge of other folk. Swift. 

2. Worn out ; trite. 

A hungry lean-fac’d villain, 

A mere anatomy, a mountebank, 

A threadbare juggler, and a fortune-teller. Shaffeare. 
Many writers of moral difeourfes run into dale t0 P 1 ^ 211 , 
threadbare quotations, not handling their (ubjeLt Llj^n 

clofely. . , ./•’ 

If he underftood trade, he would not have mentione * 
threadbare and exploded project. Child on ia e. 

To Thread, v. a. [from the noun.] 

1. To pafs through with a thread. _ f c 

The largefl: crooked needle, with a ligature or t e : i 

that I have threaded it with in taking up the fpermatic 
fels. SharpSn^ 

2. To pafs through ; to pierce through. # c > 

Thus out of feafori threading dark-ey’d night. 

Being preft to th’ war, 

Ev’n when the nave of the date was touch d, , 
They would not thread the gates. Shakefp. 0 
Thre'aden. adj. [from thread .] Made of threa 
Behold the threaden fails. 

Borne with th’ invifible and creeping wind, 

Draw the huge bottoms through the furrow c • 

To Threap, 'v. a. A country word denoting to o ^ 

or contend. , „, inr ; 3 tion 

Threat, n.f. [from the verb.] Menace; denunc 


ill. 


There is no terror, Cadius, in your tbeats • re{ra [j 


1 nere is no terror, caiuu?, _ .. j e re garH' 

The emperor perceiving that his threats weie yfopjarh 
ed, regarded little to threaten any'' more. 

Do not believe 

Thofe rigid threats of death : ye {hall not die. 

To Threat. lv. a. [jjpeatian, Saxon: me 
To Threaten. $ ufed but in poetry.] % fo 


shMj 

rega 
JJaywo 

Milton. 
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i. To menace ; to ^norace 

, , -7 which no worfe than this can bring. 

Though threaten d, whicli no wu Milton. 

, To menace ; to terrify, or attempt to terrify, by denouncing 

eV “' What threat you me with telling of III. 

Tell him and fpare no • them that they 

That it fpread no further, * j dls iW . 

foeak henceforth to no man m this name. 

1 The void profound . 

Wide gaping, and with utter lofs o >eing - Milton. 

^ *1eas h th eh affault undaunted did abide, 

JZ » r..ru„ M wi* 

This day black omens threat the bnghteft fair, 

, . .... a watchful fpmt s care. Bopt. 


Dryden. 


That e’er deferv’d a watchful fpirit’s care. 

3 - To meMCe ty aai ° n ' Void of fear. 

He threaten'd with his long protended fpear. 

The noife increafes as the billows roar, 

> one " that 

threat B^ftirring as the time ; be fire with fire ; 

Threaten the threatened and outface the row 
Of bragging ho^ur^ 

T Lpowledee by the threat' nerd Milton s Par. Loft. 

Threateningly, adv. [from threaten.] With menace j m 

a itotenmg m^ r thus flames ; n your fair eyes. 

Before I fpeak, too threat' mngly replies. Shakefpeare. 

Thr eats adj. [threat and^ff.] FuU of threats; mma- 

ClU Like as a warlike brigandine applide 

To fvdit, lays forth her threatful pikes * fore > 

The engines which in them lad death do hide. Spenfe, 
Three, adj. [fiue, Saxon; dry, Dutch; tn, Welfh and 

Erfe ; tres, Lat.] Two and one. 

Prove this a profp’rous day, the three- nook d world 

Shall bear the olive freely. Shakefp. Ant. and Cleopaha. 

If you fpeak three words, it will three times report you the 
whol<? three words. . Bacon’s Nat. Hijli N°. 249. 

Great Atreus Tons, Tydides fixt above. 

With three-zjd Neflor. Creech s Mamhus. 

Jove hurls the three- fork’d thunder from above. Addijon. 
Thefe three and three with ofier bands we ty’d. Pope. 
Down to thefe worlds I trod the difmal way. 

And draoVd the 'ifW-mouth’d dog to upper day. Pope. 
Aftrait needlej fuch as glovers _ ufe, with a three-edged 
point, ufeful in jewing up dead bodies. Sharp. 

2. -Proverbially a (mall number. r . . , 

Away," thou three- inch’d fool ; I am no bealr. Snakejp. 

A bafe, proud, {hallow, beggarly, thrfe-l uiterf, filthy, 
worded docking knave. Shakefp. King Lear. 

Threefold, adj. [ Jipeojtealb, Saxon.] Thrice repeated; 

confiding of three. . _ . 

A threefold cord is not eafily broken. EccluJ. iv. 12. 

' By a threefold justice the world hath been governed from 
the beginning:, by a juftice natural, by which the parents and 
elders of farrnlies governed their children, in which the obe- 
dience was called natural piety : : again, by a judice divine, 

drawn from the layvs of God ; and the obedience was called 
confcicnce.: and badly, by a judice civil, begotten by both the 
former; and tbq.Qbediencc to this. we call duty. Raleigh. 
A threefold off ’ring to his altar' bring, 

A bull, a ram, a boar. Pope's Odyjfey. 

Threepence, n. f [three and pence. ~\ A fmall filver coin va- 
lued at thrice a penny. 

A threepence bow’d would hire me. 

Old as I am to queen it. Shakefp. Henry VIII. 

Laying a caudick, I made an efcar the compafs of a three- 
pence^ aM gave veiit to the matter. JHifeman's Surgery. 

Threepenny, adj. [ trioholaris , Lat.] Vulgar; mean. 
Thre'epile. n.f [three and pile.] An old name for good 
velvet. 

I, in my time, wot threepile, but am out of fervice. Shak. 
ThreepPled. adj. Set with a thick pile; in another place 
it feems to mean piled one on another. 

Thou art good velvet ; thou’rt z. threcpil' d piece : I had as 
• lief be.EnglUh kerfey, as be pil’d as thou art. Shakefpeare. 

; Tjjreepitd.hy perboles ;* fpruce affieebation. Shakefpeare. 
Threesco're. adj :l [three and j'core.] Thrice twenty ; fixty. 

Threefcore and ten I can remember well. Shakefpeare. 
Their lives before the flood were abbreviated after, and 
contracted unto hundreds and threef cores. Brown. 

By chape ou,r long-liv’d lathers earn’d their food-; 

Toil ftrung the nerves, and purify’d the blood : 

But we their fons, a pamper’d race of men, 

Are dwindl’d down to threfcore years and ten. Dryden , 
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Threno'dy. n.f. [V#*J A fong of lamentation. 

Thre'sher. n. f. properly thrafber. 

Here too the threjber branding his flail, 

Befpeaks a mailer. 

The ground or Hep 

under the door ; entrance ; gate ; docn. 

Fair marching forth in honourable wile, f , 

Him at the tbrcfl.old met Ihe well did enterprise. Spenfe, . 

Many men, that (tumble at the threshold. 

Are well foretold that danger lurks within. Shakefpeare. 

Not better 

Than {bill at hell’s dark threfloold t’ have. fat watch, 

Unnam’d, undreaded, and thy felf half ftarv’d ? Mtlm. 

Before the Harry ihref sold of Jove s court 
My manfion is, where thoi'e immortal lhapes 

Of bright aereal fpirits live mfpher d _ Miltrn 

In regions mild, of calm and ferene air. Mdton. 

There fought the queen’s apartment, Itood before 
The peaceful thrcfhold, and befieg’d the door. Dryden. 

Threw, preterite oi throw. , 

A broken rock the force of Pyrrhus threw . 

Full on his ankle fell the pond’rous Hone, 

Burfl: the firong nerves, and crafh d the iolid bone. Pope. 

Thrice, adv. [from three.] 

1. Three times. 

Thrice he aflay’d it from his foot to draw. 

And thrice in vain to draw it did afiay, 

It booted nought to think, to rob him of his prey. Spenjer. 

Thrice within this hour _ 

I faw him down ; thrice up again and fighting. Sha^ejp. 

2. A word of amplification. 

Thrice noble lord, let me entreat of you ' 

To pardon me. Shakefp. Taming of the Shrew. 

Thrice , and four times happy thofe 
That under Ilian walls before their parents dy d. Dryden. 
ToThrid. <u. [this is corrupted from thread, in French 
en filer.] To Aide through a narrow pafllige. _ 

Some thrid the mazy ringlets of her hair. 

Some hang upon the pendents of her ear. Pope. 

Thrift, n.f [from thrive.] > . 

I. Profit; gain ; riches gotten; Hate of profpenng. 

He came out with all his clowns, hold: upon fuch cart 
iades, and fo furnifhed, as I thought with myfelf if that 
were thrift , I wifht none of my friends or fubjects ever to 

thrive. . . Sidne y> b ' 1U 

You fome permit 

To fecond ills with ills, each worfe than other. 

And make them dreaded to the doer’s thrift. Shakefpeare . 

Had I but the means 
To hold a rival place wdth one of them, 

I have a mind prefages me fuch thrift, 

That I fhould be fortunate. Shakefp. Merchant of Venice. 

Should the poor be flatter’d ? 

No ; let the candied tongue lick ablurd pomp. 

And crook the pregnant hinges of the knee. 

Where thrift may follow fawning. Shakefp. Ha?nlpt. 

2. Parfimony ; frugality ; good hufbandry. 

The reft unable to ferve any longer, or willing to fall to 
thrift, prove very good hufbands. Spenfer on Ireland. 

Out of the prefent (paring and untimely thrift , there grow 
many future inconveniences and continual change in repairing 
and re-edifying fuch' imperfetf: flight-built veflels. Raleigh. 
Thus "heaven, though all-fufficient, {hows a thrift 
In his ceconomy, and bounds his gift, Dryden. 

3. A plant. 

The thrift is a plant with a flower gathered into an almoft: 
fpherical head, furnifned with a common fcaly empalement : 
this head is compofed of feveral clove-gilliflower flowers, 
confiding of feveral leaves in a proper empalement, fhaped 
like a funnel ; in like manner the pointal rifes out of the 
fame empalement, and afterwards turns to an oblong feed, 
wrapt up in the empalement, as in an hufk. Miller. 

Thriftily, adv. [from thrifty.] Frugally; parfimonioufly. 
Cromartie after fourfeore went to his country-houfe to live 
thriftily , and lave up money to fpend at London. Swift. 
Thri'ftiness. n.f [from thrifty.] Frugality; hufbandry. 

If any other place you have, 

Which afks fmall pains but thriftinefs to fave. Hubberd. 
Some are cenfured for keeping their own, whom tender- 
nefs how to get honeftly teacheth to fpend difcreetly ; whereas 
fuch need no great thriftinefs in preferving their own, who 
affume more liberty in exacting from others. Wotton. 

Thri'ftless. adj. [from thrift.] Profufe ; extravagant. 

They in idle pomp and wanton play 
Confirmed had their goods and thriftlefs hours, 

And thrown themfelves into thefe heavy {lowers. Spenfer. 
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